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Abstract

In recent years, the role of accountants has expanded beyond technical financial reporting toward broader
social accountability and ethical responsibility. As financial and non-financial disclosures increasingly
influence investor confidence, resource allocation, and public trust, accountants are expected to act not
only in the interest of firms but also in the interest of society. Ethical professional behavior has therefore
become a critical determinant of reporting quality and the reduction of information risk in capital
markets. This paper develops a conceptual framework that explains how accountants’ social
responsibility strengthens ethical decision-making and enhances the reliability, transparency, and
neutrality of corporate reporting. Drawing on contemporary literature in accounting ethics, stakeholder
theory, and professional skepticism, the framework highlights the interaction between individual values,
organizational pressures, and institutional governance mechanisms in shaping ethical judgments. The
study argues that social responsibility functions as a protective mechanism against opportunistic
reporting practices, earnings management, and sustainability-related misrepresentation. The paper further
emphasizes the growing significance of ethical accountability in the context of ESG and sustainability
reporting, particularly under emerging regulatory frameworks such as the European CSRD and ESRS
standards. The findings suggest that fostering ethical cultures, strengthening professional independence,
and enhancing regulatory oversight are essential for improving reporting quality and reducing systemic
information risk. This research contributes to the accounting ethics literature by offering an integrated
model that supports both academic inquiry and practical policy development.

Keywords: Social Responsibility, Accounting Ethics, Reporting Quality, Ethical Decision-Making,
Information Risk, Sustainability Reporting.
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